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Expert questions drug
use as scheme costs soar

By LOUISE HALL
e nbil Lt SRR

FRESCRIFTIONS for medications to
trean arentson defict hyperactivicy
disarder, or ALHD, have soaned since
Government  subsidies sdashed the
cost of the drugs
Madbcare data shows prescriptions
for ADHD medications rose by
24.5 per cent between April and
Drecember last year after a new ong
acting strmilane drisg, Concerta, was
put on the Pharmmaceutical Benefits
Scheme (PBS). Stratvera, a nof-
stirmlant dmug, was added to the PRS
las July
The figures have emerged os the
NSW Government b8 preparing to
issie o review' into the treatment of
ADHD in children after an owery
abour the amount of psychiatric
medication being preseribed to
children
Bafiore Concerta wae sdded 1o the
FES, it oost $ 150 & script. MNow it costs
3130 Concerta, Srramera, Rialin
and decamphetamine st the -
paver $2.89 milllon between April
and Joly ast year
Unbersiay of Sydpey profesos
B falist in child amd
ixﬁhtm}:?mﬁmm has wrged dioe.
{ors (o review their pacients” need for

medicason. In an ediorial n las
weeks Medical fournal Of Austroii
he said frdings= bn & U5 study showed
ADHD medications were of limited
uze in the long e Behavioural
intervention might be aufficent for
soime children

He said there might be a oenmin
amount of “growing out” Erobed
with the condiion

“This does not mesan thae e bans
o kongeer harve a place in the trestment
of ADHD® Professor Rey said.

"Howwewer, that pise has shmunk
and clindefsms showld be dreamspent”

About 300,000 Ausralian children
berwesen six and 17 suffer from
ADHEY & bruim dizoncler thes can caxse
kaming difficultes and behaviournl
roblemes.  Although ADHD affects
w=tween 3 and 5 per cent of chikiren,
ony 1 to 2 per cent ke medication.

The Rojal Aastralasian College of
Firsicians, which will isse &5 own
puibdalines this year saye etimlant
medication [5 “the single most effective
trermert”, with sucoess in aboor
80 per cent of children

Professor Flonenoe Levy of the Lind
versity of M5W's School of Pepchiatry
sy U figures sugeest ADHD meh
cation is not overased.
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New front opens in ADHD war

-

Going peblic on liness ... Mark Brandtman and bt son Jack,
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; el
Medication helped =
our fives to improve
ASPRESCRIPTIONS for J"'
medications totreat ADHD
skyrocket, Bhree members
of aSydney family have
appeared on YouTube to K-
defend their decisionto take
e controversial drugs. :

Mark Brandtman, 51 and  #
hissons Palrck, 22, and '
Jack, 19, have posted nina
clips an Lhe popular websile
aiming bo debunk myths
surrownding thecondition,
such s thatl ADHD s a “cop
ot for hasd parenting' and
not abona fide medical
oL, o

Mr Brandiman, a former
schiool teacher who now
runs a boutigee educational ‘
cormultancy for adults and
children with ADHD and
learning dif ficulties, was
diagricesad with Eha condilion
InT995, ayearalter Palrick, |
who was then nine. Jack was
il agnased i 1997,

Asthe doctor was
descriving the symptoms of
ADHD, | thought:*He's
dascrining me.’. " Mr
Brandiman said. Loulse Hall

Phota: Anthary Jabror




